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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to 

join me in commending Charles ‘‘An-
drew’’ Wilkins for his accomplishments 
with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER ON THE 
SUPPLEMENTAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. TIAHRT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TIAHRT. I thank the Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, they say that in Amer-

ica all you need to do to be successful 
is to work a half a day, and you can 
choose whether it’s the first 12 hours or 
the second 12 hours. The American peo-
ple probably expect double from their 
government these days when we have 
serious challenges to our economic and 
national security. So what is Congress 
doing? Are we doing what it takes to be 
successful to solve these problems? No. 
We’re not starting business today until 
noon. Congress is sleeping in. Maybe 
we’re on California time, but I will 
wager we will not be here until mid-
night. 

Any Third World dictator would be 
pleased at the way we are operating 
today. Our economy is in a precarious 
situation. We learned this morning 
that oil is at $120, could go to $200 per 
barrel, that gas is at $4, easily could go 
to $5. We’re still denying our intel-
ligence community the tools important 
to keep this country safe. And Con-
gress is sleeping in. 

Many of us came to Washington sac-
rificing a good, normal lifestyle in our 
respective States’ districts to serve 
this nation and work hard to help 
make America stronger, but we’re not 
being given a chance to do our job. 
Kansans have been asking me for 
months, ‘‘What is the government 
going to do about the rising cost of 
gas?’’ In April 2006, the Democrat house 
leadership assured Americans they 
‘‘have a commonsense plan to help 
bring down skyrocketing gas prices.’’ 
Well, Mr. Speaker, it is time for the 
Democrat leadership to unveil this 
plan. Since 2007 when the Democrats 
took control of the House, gas prices 
have risen 50 percent. We have $4 a gal-
lon, going to $5. 

Today we hear that the House Demo-
crat leadership has intentions to bring 
a $250 billion supplemental on the 
American people without proper input 
from Congress. I guess we don’t have 
time. Congress is sleeping in till noon. 
As a body, Republicans and Democrats 
are very proud of our responsibility to 
oversee the power of the purse, but the 
Democrat leadership has completely 
undermined that power. 

What is this defense supplemental ap-
propriations bill about? We don’t know. 
Nor does the chairman of the respec-
tive appropriations subcommittees. 
Why? Because the Speaker doesn’t 
think it’s important for Members of 
Congress to weigh in and oversee the 
appropriations process. We don’t know 

if this package will give our men and 
women in uniform the resources that 
they need to protect themselves. We 
don’t know if this package will address 
price of gasoline or the price of food. 
We don’t know if this package will en-
sure that our veterans are properly 
taken care of. 

The experts, the men and women, 
Democrat and Republican, who serve in 
Congress on the committee could an-
swer these questions. We spend time 
overseeing the process, the funding 
needs of our agencies, but we’ve been 
cut out of the process. In other words, 
the people’s representatives have been 
cut out of the process. How do the 
American people feel about a $250 bil-
lion monstrosity that has no input 
from their representatives? Unless 
you’re from San Francisco, who will be 
represented in this bill? 

Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee, 
DAVID OBEY, and I are friends. Last 
year, as a part of overseeing the na-
tional park system, we went to Death 
Valley National Park in California. As 
fate would have it on that very hot 
day, we took a drive into Death Valley 
and the truck that we were in that the 
Park Service gave us had not one, not 
two, but three flat tires. With the capa-
ble assistance of Rob Nabors, the com-
mittee staff director, Chairman OBEY 
and I changed all the flat tires and got 
ourselves back on the road. By working 
together we got it back on the road. 

In many respects, the development of 
the emergency supplemental reminds 
me of that day in Death Valley. The 
environment on the House floor is hot 
and getting hotter every minute. The 
Democrat leadership is having a very 
difficult time getting this legislation 
on the road. I believe Chairman OBEY 
would have better success if he enlisted 
the assistance of his fellow appropri-
ators, Democrats and Republicans. Let 
us work together on this legislative ve-
hicle, together through the normal 
process, as we did on that hot day in 
Death Valley last year. 

This has been the most disappointing 
Congress in recent memory. The Demo-
crat leadership shirks their duty to 
tackle the real issues facing American 
families. They’ve left Congress out of 
the workload. It’s no wonder that we 
have the lowest approval ratings in his-
tory. A banana republic could not do it 
better. Mr. Speaker, don’t slip on the 
banana peel. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SCOTT 
BURNS DURING NATIONAL PO-
LICE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, next week is National 
Police Week, a time for us to recognize 
those who boldly serve in municipal, 
county, State and Federal law enforce-
ment. Furthermore, on May 15, we will 

observe National Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day to honor those who have been 
disabled or killed in the line of duty. 
They have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for the safety of their fellow citizens. 

The peace of mind we are afforded 
thanks to the dedicated service of our 
law officers is invaluable, but many 
times we aren’t immediately aware at 
what price that security comes. How-
ever, this past weekend, my constitu-
ents and I were painfully reminded me 
of the very real danger that our law en-
forcement officers and agents battle 
daily. On Saturday, May 3, hundreds 
and hundreds of us mourned the loss of 
Texas State Trooper James Scott 
Burns at his funeral in Linden. Scott 
was killed by shotgun blasts from a 
killer who he chased and pulled over on 
April 29 while doing his job of service 
to his fellow citizens. He left a widow 
and a 6-month-old daughter, of whom 
he was extremely proud. He also left a 
huge family that was both related by 
blood and related by spirit who care 
deeply about him. 

The overwhelming support shown by 
family, friends and fellow law enforce-
ment officers was truly a testament to 
Trooper Burns’ lovable nature, his 
sense of humor, his honorable char-
acter, but most important his sense of 
service for others. His loving family is 
now forced to carry on without him 
and the world is worse off without him 
unless we perpetuate the good that he 
did in his life through the things that 
we do in the future so that he will not 
have lived in vain. Though Scott’s 
being killed by the possibly drug- 
crazed killer meant that others were 
not also killed, Scott’s greatest con-
tribution came not in the way that he 
died but in the way that he lived. 

The extraordinary choice by Scott 
Burns and other law officers to protect 
our communities means that they go 
to work every day knowing and believ-
ing the words that came from Jesus 
himself when He said, ‘‘Greater love 
hath no one than this, that a person 
lay down his life for his friends.’’ 

Our law enforcement officers dedi-
cate themselves to protecting citizens 
knowing that they may very well lay 
down their lives to protect others. No 
words can adequately express the grati-
tude that’s due them. Scott’s family 
will hopefully find solace from so many 
who showed their support in the past 
and will do so in the future. The fact 
that the funeral processional extended 
for so many, many miles down High-
way 59 from Linden to the cemetery 
will hopefully provide some solace. It 
also shows that those who are affected 
by Scott and his life will not forget. 
Law officers from around east Texas, 
from the State of Texas at large as well 
as from all over the country came and 
were there. 

As a former prosecutor, a former 
judge and chief justice and now as a 
member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, and 
Homeland Security, it is both a sober-
ing privilege and a priority to address 
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